 BELGIAN PRIDE 2011 – KEY MESSAGES

Love is a universal feeling. For lesbians, homosexuals, bisexuals, transsexuals and intersexuals, the path to love remains strewn with obstacles that they have to clear day after day.

Love goes beyond bullying at school

Homophobia at school is still rife and has serious consequences for the personal development of LGBTI’s. Nonetheless, the school should be the ideal place to get across a message of openness and emancipation; a message of a society more open and tolerant to differences. We have to do everything in an effort to stop the bullying of young LGBTI’s so that they can love in peace.
Homophobic insults are often made in the class and in the playground. Such insults are considered so normal that the teaching and pedagogical staff barely pay attention to it. Many youths hardly know the meaning of the insults they deal out. Everything gives the impression that these are acts of innocence that do very little damage. It is often forgotten that insult and injustice have the same roots. 

Just as racist or sexist insults, homophobic verbal abuse can lead to physical violence against pupils whereby the pupil is treated as a scapegoat. At an age that children start discovering their own sexuality, those who are attracted to people of the same gender can only choose between 2 things. Either they say nothing about a subject that is considered taboo at school or they are pursued by negative thoughts by being sneered at and being the victim of bad jokes. Such sneering is either deliberately or not directed towards homophiles but is mostly the result of macho behaviour by young adolescent males. 

The moral damage is not to be overlooked. Young LGBTI’s cannot talk about the subject nor have the feeling that they are not allowed to talk about it. That puts them in a position of isolation where they lose their sense of self-worthiness and have the impression that they can never be happy. If often happens that parents continue the verbal abuse against their LGBTI child in everyday family life. In that particular group, there is often talk of bad results at school, dropping out of school, drug problems and 
suicide attempts. That wall must be brought down. Away with it!

Statistically speaking there are in every school tens of LGBTI children or youngsters. In all schools there are LGBTI teachers, assistants and homo parents. They contribute to the richness and diversity of our society. The curiosity that each pedagogical system must stimulate is only possible if people discover each other and if prejudices are questioned. From that point of view is combating homophobia at school not only an enrichment for the entire pedagogical community but also for the youngsters delivered by education.

Love goes beyond nationality

The situation of LGBTI’s in some regions of the world is disastrous and explains a great number of the requests for asylum in our country. Belgium must take action on the international scene to ensure that fundamental human rights are respected. In this country as elsewhere, love may not be impeded by regimes that trample on human rights.
There is a general tendency towards democratising power in North Africa and the Middle East. That gives undisputable consequences for the LGBTI’s who live there. We as Belgian organisations, who are committed to working for the rights of LGBTI’s, want to reinforce these tendencies and support the democratisation. Together with the refugees, we want to help the LGBTI movements in these countries to let their voice be heard.

We want to put pressure on international politicians and development programmes to combat against criminalisation of LGBTI’s everywhere in the world. We are encouraged by favourable signals from some leaders of the European Union and United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon amongst others. Belgium must employ its influence on these institutions to combat criminalisation of all LGBTI’s and to fight for the rights of all LGBTI’s.

Love goes beyond gender

Transsexuals, androgynies, drag kings, drag queens, transvestites, butches, cross-dressers, intersexuals, women, men, one or the other, one and the other... love knows no boundaries and no genders.
We root out the gender stereotypes that lay at the basis of conflicts between individuals, regardless of the expression of their gender (the manly or girly boys, the feminine or manly women or androgynies, transsexuals, intersexuals...).

The fight against gender stereotypes is long and is only possible thanks to information and persuasion. The authorities must take care of transfer of knowledge that women and LBGTQI movements have acquired over the years. That is why we ask the government to make all efforts to support respect for gender expression by means of policy in education, the workplace and in the public health industry.

What is a gender stereotype? It is the preconception that people have about the genders (masculine/feminine) and the roles in society that keep the so-called relationship between the two. This preconception keeps a nominative character despite the numerous unjustified generalizations that have risen from its origin.

The gender stereotypes suggest not only characteristic behaviour but also give rise to all kinds of clichés concerning, amongst other things, the relationship between gender expression and sexual preferences: transsexuals bet on two horses, gentle and slender young men are homosexual, sporting girls are lesbians, homos represent good taste and elegance, macho men are homophobic etc.

In short, gender stereotypes give rise to preconceptions, fear, animosity and rejection that threatens to poison the relationships between people. It comes to combating the stereotypes that can cause rejection, discrimination or violence. For example we remind ourselves that many young men are bullied or are the victim of violence because they look girly (regardless of their sexual orientation) or that a lot of transsexuals are legally obliged to adopt irreversibly all distinguishing marks of the 
opposite sex.
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